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NEWSMAIL | DECEMBER 2023

Research projects, publications and events

Dear Members and Friends,

Although these are difficult times, | hope this newsletter finds you and your loved ones in good
health. | also hope that the coming winter break can be an opportunity for reflection to pave the

way for more constructive discussions in our academic communities.

At least from our small community, | am happy to be able to share some good news. Sofia Ugarte
and Julia Malik have been able to embark on new research projects, while llona Grabmaier has
successfully concluded hers. Meanwhile, Christof Lammer, llona Grabmaier, Nina Haberland,
Quirin Rieder and Vincent Dubois have published some interesting contributions to our field of

interest. You will find the details and more announcements below.

| wish you all a good winter break and transition to 2024, hopefully with new research and

publications on care and state!

Please send any comments and suggestions or announcements you would like to share to

cast.ksa@univie.ac.at

Tatjana Thelen
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AWARDS

llona Grabmaier has successfully defended her PhD thesis
"Stayed at home: Re/Configuring Care in Rural Ukraine" -
congratulations!

Cast congratulates Julia Malik on being awarded a Marietta
Blau-Grant! With this scholarship, she is able to continue her
fieldwork for her PhD project “Classifying Citizens, Updating the

State: How Practicing Digital Welfare Shapes Statehood in

Colombia” and to connect with researchers at the Universidad

del Rosario in Bogota (Colombia).

We're pleased to announce that Anna Zabicka has been
awarded the 2023-2024 Dissertation Grant for Graduate
Students by the Association for the Advancement of Baltic
Studies.

PROJECTS
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Congratulations to Sofia Ugarte who started a new research
project at the London School of Economics as a British

Academy Postdoctoral Fellow!

Social (In)Securities will explore theoretically and empirically
the intersections between care, intimacy, and politico-
economic crises. Concretely, Sofia will analyze the effects and

affects of retirement insecurity among older adults and their

impact on household economies in urban Chile. Drawing on
ethnographic research with multigenerational households and audio-visual storytelling practices,
she will examine how pensions and retirement schemes shape the complex intersections between
aging, care, and capital. By doing so, Sofia will seek new understandings for how intimate
experiences, financial uncertainty, and imagined futures become navigation tools for aging
societies living through the cost-of-living crisis.

EVENTS

18th EASA Biennial Conference | Barcelona, Spain | 23-26 July 2024

Panel "The Gender of State"

Letizia Bonanno (University of Kent) and Rosa Sansone (University of Manchester) are organising a
panel on "The Gender of the State" at next year's EASA conference Doing and Undoing with

Anthropology in Barcelona.

This panel seeks to explore gendered experiences of the state. We invite contributions exploring
how gender ideologies, and the power relations they hide or manifest, have historically been

naturalised and reproduced in various statehood processes and gendered state practices.

For more information click here.

PUBLICATIONS

o A Nina Haberland: Desiring the state. Social welfare and

welfare and kinship in
post-socialist Tanzania

kinship in post-socialist Tanzania

e In: Critique of Anthropology 43(4), 385—398.
m"xt_m:mﬁ“;?mm“m Every day, from Monday to Friday, women, men, and children
g, e s o v i, ke

: e sit on the uncomfortable benches outside the Tanzanian social
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L welfare office and wait patiently for hours to meet with a

address family and kin-relazed crises.

welfare officer. There are mothers claiming alimony payments,

Keywords
kinship, post-socialism, responsibiiy, social welfare, state, Tanzania

B umw—— fathers seeking visiting rights, quarrelling spouses, minors with
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wa jamii),*

legal problems, and families disputing inheritances. Most are

ot

- ineligible for benefits, so this article asks why they nonetheless

accept state practices of subordination like waiting. Based on
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case studies from 12 months of ethnographic fieldwork in the Department of Health in a northern
district of Tanzania, | argue that queuing outside the welfare office signifies a ‘desire for the state’
as proposed by Street. To understand this desire, | explore the relationship between welfare
clients and the state using the lens of post-socialism, specifically Verdery’s concept of

‘socialist paternalism’. This article explores kinship, the state, and the negotiation of responsibility
in relation to the paternalistic images of the state reproduced by the ruling party, and argues that
welfare clients appropriate these in search of care, advice, and guidance to address family and kin-

related crises.

llona Grabmaier: Die Grenzen gegenseitiger

Tlona Grabmaier (Universitit Wien)

Unterstiitzung. Geschlechtsspezifische Konstruktionen

Die Grenzen gegenseitiger Unterstiitzung:
i von

in der landlichen Ukraine'

von (un)deservingness in der landlichen Ukraine.

In: D. Lushaj, J. Rozmus, and Y. Remestwenski (eds.) Was bleibt

von Galizien? Kontinuitéten — Briiche — Perspektiven (= Wiener
Galizien-Studien, Bd. 7). V&R unipress, 145—-170. [in German]

This article is concerned with the moralized distribution of care
and scarce resources among senior citizens in Western Ukraine

within the context of female labor migration. As will be shown,

access to specific resources depends less on formal

entitlements and criteria, than on moral views and beliefs
about who actually deserves different forms of care. Decisions about the (un)deservingness of a
person are established based on concurrently existing logics of legitimization, in which normative
notions of reciprocity, kinship, gender, and personality/life course do play a crucial role.
These factors determine decisively whether people in Western Ukraine live in secure or insecure
environments, especially in old age. Taking as an example the case of Vasyl’, a man in his late
sixties who himself claims to be needy, but is classified as undeserving by others, | suggest that not
only negative reciprocity within different relationships of mutual support, but especially
gendered constructions of care and need contribute significantly to the exclusion of (particularly
single) men from these relationships. This, somehow surprisingly, helps elderly women in

considerably gaining power and authority within their communities.

Quirin Rieder: Power to Which People?

Power to which people?

Pppm— Energiegerechtigkeit und ownership-Strukturen in

in Energiegenossenschaften

Qi s, fostonn Vet ikl et i eters & Cene U Ene rgl egenossensc haften

1. Einleitung

im das Ziel

In: Silja Klepp and Jonas Hein (eds.) Umweltgerechtigkeit und

sozial6kologische Transformation: Konflikte um Nachhaltigkeit
im deutschsprachigen Raum. Bielefeld: transcript, 117-143. -

coauthored with Konstantin Veit, Nikolaj Moretti, Luis Peters

and Celine Li. [in German]

This co-authored chapter uses an energy justice perspective to
show how energy cooperatives in Germany formulate a multi-

level critique of large energy corporations and state forms of energy production and grid
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operation. Comparing two energy cooperatives, we highlight their political work in the wider
energy landscape, especially regarding unevenly distributed ownership of the means of production
and a lack of participation opportunities. Internally, cooperatives are trying to practice energy-just
forms of ownership by creating opportunities for co-ownership and participatory decision-making
in infrastructure, while taking energy transition and climate protection in their own hands.
However, the chapter also shows that these ideals are not achieved easily, and especially class,
financial hurdles, individual time capacities and expertise stand in the way of fully realizing energy-
just ownership.

Quirin Rieder: Living Along Infrastructural Lines.

13 Living along infrastructural lines

Folowing ey n iomaa Following Electricity in Hunza, Pakistan

Quirin Rieder

In: Martin Porr and Niels Weidtmann (eds.) One World
Anthropology and Beyond: A Multidisciplinary Engagement
with the Work of Tim Ingold. London: Routledge, 171-184.

Tim Ingold’s work on lines and the correspondence of materials
can contribute to a significant shift of perspectives in the study
of infrastructure and built environment. This brief chapter

argues for an anthropology of infrastructure that frames its

object of analysis neither as a technological manifestation of

DOL: 10.4324/9781003162773-18

social action, nor as agency-loaded entity but as a relational
everyday phenomenon of experience; a knot, heavily
enmeshed in various lines of becoming. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork in Northern Pakistan, |
test Ingold’s concept of lines for studying unequal access to energy. In a context where electricity
provision directly relates to a changing environment, the experience of everyday load-shedding
(scheduled blackouts) makes melting glaciers as well as failed development schemes very
tangible. Here, Ingold’s work may therefore be useful to better understand the (unequal)
dimensions of infrastructure development and climate change.

Christof Lammer: Social policy as knowledge process.

Special lsue — Labour and Welfare

Social policy as knowledge

process: How its sociotechnical
links to labour reconfigure the
social question

How its sociotechnical links to labour reconfigure the

social question

In: Global Social Policy. Special Issue — Labour and Welfare.
https://doi.org/10.1177/14680181231210158

The relationship between labour and social policy is at the

heart of the social question. Scholars often treat this link as

ety gy e i, i e, either a causal relation out there or a conceptual connection in

policy makers’ minds. This article examines its sociotechnical

materiality instead. It follows anthropologists who ask how
bureaucrats practice policy and scholars of science and
technology studies who explore how social and technical
aspects are interrelated in knowledge processes. China studies has suggested that the minimum
livelihood guarantee (dibao) was originally designed as a market-oriented response to
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transformations of labour such as mass layoffs, peasant proletarianisation and associated unrest

but later revamped to only combat extreme poverty. Ethnographic insights into dibao policy in a

village in Sichuan show how its designed links to labour were erased and transformed through

different methods of bureaucratic targeting, as well as expectations about the bureaucratic ability

to know. For a time, dibao was even integrated into alternative rural development projects aimed

at decommodification. Studying social policy as a knowledge process uncovers how its

sociotechnical links to labour reconfigure it as an answer to the social question.

Tatjana Thelen: Kinship. Old problems and new
prospects in the conversation between archaeology
and social anthropology

In: Harald Meller, Johannes Krause, Wolfgang Haak and Roberto
Risch (eds.): Kinship, Sex, and Biological Relatedness. The
contribution of archaeogenetics to the understanding of social
and biological relations. Heidelberg:

Propylaeum, 29-34. https://doi.org/10.11588/propy...

Collaboration between social anthropology and
archaeological sciences has a long and productive

history. More recent results from archdogenetics challenge

ideas about the significance of consanguinity in structuring human societies in the past. Pointing

potentially to care as more important for creating relations, these findings open the possibility for

a new chapter in the interdisciplinary conversation.

IOTm press

Vincent Dubois: Classes subalternas e institui¢cdes
publicas. Um programa de pesquisa internacional e

sua aplica¢ao no Brasil.
In: Boletim de Andlise Politico-Institucional 35, 9-19.

This paper introduces to a special issue presenting the first
results of three fieldworks on the relationship between
members of the lower classes and public institutions in Brazil.
These researches are part of the international research program
LoCl.

Vincent Dubois: A vida no guiché. Administrar a
miséria.
Lisboa: Etnografica Press. (Issue date: December 2023)

This is the new Portuguese translation of The Bureaucrat and

the Poor, which analyzes from an ethnographic point of view
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the relationships at the desk of welfare offices in France.

Vincent Dubois: Bringing Bourdieu's Theory of Fields

to Critical Policy Analysis.
Cheltenham: E. Elgar. (Forthcoming, January 2024)

Laying down the foundations of a critical sociological approach
to the interdisciplinary domain of public policy, this insightful
book presents the first systematic reflection on the use of
Bourdieu’s theory of social fields to analyse policy processes.
Engaging with theoretical dimensions, it provides innovative
methodological tools, both quantitative and qualitative in
nature. Bringing together an array of eminent contributors and
case studies from across the globe, it presents theoretical and
methodological insights, as well as empirical information on

national cases and policy sectors.

CaSt - Care and State

Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology UniversitdtsstralRe 7,

1010 Vienna
Austria
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